
 
Borough of Seaside Park  

Mayor & Council Work Session  
Minutes of Thursday, November 14, 2019 

7:00 P.M. 
Mayor: Robert Matthies  

 Council President: Faith Liguori  
Council Member: Dr. Frank “Fritz” McHugh (ABSENT) 

  Council Member: Gail Coleman  
Council Member: Ray Amabile (ABSENT) 
Council Member: Matthew DeMichele  
Council Member: William Kraft 
Borough Attorney: Steven Zabarsky, Esq. 

 Borough Administrator: Sandra Rice  
 Chief of Police: James Boag 

Deputy Municipal Clerk: Sandra Martin 
   
STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE BY DEPUTY CLERK MARTIN: Pursuant to the provisions of the New Jersey Open 
Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was properly provided by sending a copy of the Notice of Meeting to the 
Asbury Park Press and the Star-Ledger.  Notice of this meeting of the Governing Body has been posted in the corridor of the 
Municipal Building and the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 
  
MOMENT OF SILENCE & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Matthies asked all to stand for a moment of silence and 
led the Pledge of Allegiance, noting the passing of  Howard Lent,  
Lawrence Volz.  
 
Mayor welcomed Mayor emeritus, Judge, Mayor-Elect John Peterson.  Mayor-Elect Peterson is free to participate in public 
sessions. He congratulated Council Members Liguori and Amabile for being re-elected for another three-year term.  
  
Mr. Ron Krocker of JCPL was introduced as Ms. Maria Sessa’s replacement in her retirement.  He is now the contact for 
municipalities.  Mr. Krocker spoke about his longtime experience working for JCLP.  He invited everyone to stop at their booth 
during the NJLM convention booth 1905.  
 
WORKSHOP 
Council Discussion: 
Small Cell Nodes Ordinance: 
Councilman Kraft explained he and Administrator Rice met with a few representatives from Verizon and they took a ride around 
the borough to ascertain the best locations.  They would like to place fifteen nodes around the borough at their own inexpensive 
poles.  He informed them that they wished to speak to the public at a meeting to promote the product.  Mr. Kraft was provided 
with a map where the nodes may be placed for the best coverage.  Some areas are in front of residential homes.  Mr. Kraft 
compared Lavallette and Bayhead’s node ordinances feeling they are similar and identifiable.  He indicated Bayhead allows the 
underground placement of equipment.  
 
Councilwoman Colemen identified she spoke with Ms. Joanne Phillapone who advised the companies may need to file an 
application with the Planning Board due to the right-a-ways. Councilman DeMichele explained it involves all elements that 
indicate they will need to make an application. Administrator Rice stated she took from the meeting that Verizon is eager to work 
with the municipalities. She explained they generally do not like to place their nodes on municipal properties. 
 
Attorney Zabarsky explained there is a substantial issue as to whether they need site plan approval.  The considered opinion is 
that Lavallette used provision in powers of the Planning Board MLUL having to review all applications.  
 
Mayor-Elect Peterson informed that Mayor Matthies is very versed in this as-is Mr. Zabarsky and himself.  He and Mayor 
Matthies have been attending several unique meetings along with other mayors of beach towns.  This has been front and center 
on agendas for over a year.  The cautionary tale is that no one should be speaking with these companies or holding themself as 
representing the town because it can be held against the town until an ordinance is adopted.  If you have not acted on it as a town 
this probably the only time to do something.  Mayor Matthies feels it is urgent to adopt an ordinance.  
 
Councilwoman Liguori suggested adopting an ordinance similar to Lavallette.  Ms. Coleman, Liguori, and Kraft would like the 
ordinance to be on the next agenda for the first reading. Attorney Zabarsky will review, and draft an ordinance similar to 
Lavallette.  
  
Bond Ordinance: Boardwalk, Parking Lots: 
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Councilman Kraft explained a proposal provided by RV&E a parking lot estimate which is $1,000,000.00.  Also provided is a 
boardwalk estimate which is approximately $4,000,000.00.  The boardwalk sections are between 5th Avenue & K Street.  The 
bond ordinance will be approximately $5.5 million.  
 
Councilwoman Liguori feels that there is a sense of urgency to pass this bond ordinance because of the condition of the 
boardwalk.  A brief discussion took place about the condition of the boardwalk. Administrator Rice announced that the question 
at hand is whether the Council wants to proceed with an introduction and subsequent adoption of a bond ordinance. She stated 
when you do a bond ordinance, always add more for run over.  Further, she defined a bond ordinance.  Ms. Rice asked if Council 
wants her to proceed with contacting bond counsel to get one in place.  Ms. Liguori, Coleman, And Mr. Kraft answered yes. 
Administrator Rice indicates this project can start in the fall of the year 2020, and hopefully be completed by Memorial Day.  
 
Mayor Matthies inquired if there is excess or a reserve of money that can be applied somewhere else.  Ms. Rice stated the 
ordinance can be drafted loosely so the funds can be applied somewhere else.  She feels combining the parking lot and boardwalk 
project in one (1) ordinance is cost-effective.  
 
Mayor-Elect Peterson explained in the past there used to be an annual ironclad boardwalk replacement plan. They never did 
something of this magnitude because of its disruptive nature.  The plan never deviated.  Ms. Rice states Superstorm Sandy halted 
that plan. Also estimating a cost of $500,000.00 for only one (1) section of the boardwalk current date.  
 
Ms. Rice asked again if they wanted her to proceed to contact bond counsel to get an ordinance in place.  Motion made by 
Councilwoman Liguori to authorize Ms. Rice to contact bond counsel to get a bond ordinance in place, seconded by Councilman 
Kraft.  Ms. Rice informed a small section to replace the boardwalk cost $500,000.00.  She feels bonding is more appropriate. 
Deputy Clerk Martin was asked to repeat the motion.  Mayor-Elect Peterson inquired where the excess that was authorized in the 
bond ordinance as per the Mayor’s comment.  Ms. Rice answered once the project is complete the bond ordinance can be 
canceled.  Mayor-Elect Peterson asked why he wouldn't hold a series of budget meetings, have a capital budget agreed upon, and 
also have a bond ordinance of a lesser scale.  Ms. Liguori gave her opinion that she feels it is the appropriate procedure to start 
this proposed ordinance process.  
 
Ayes-      Mr. Kraft, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Liguori 
No-         Mr. DeMichele 
Carries-  Yes 
 
Resolution 2019-249 Authorizing Revised Cash Management Plan: 
Councilman Kraft informed that he and Ms. Rice have worked on revising this plan.  It is significantly different from the current 
plan.  He informed electronic fund transfers (EFT) need to be added.  He stated all necessary depositories are added.  Feels the 
last thing we want to do is run by our auditor then would like to be authorized at the next meeting.  He pointed out the need 
stating last year’s EFT was not permitted.  If it is not fixed we will get another ‘ding’.  The audit made a recommendation to 
update. 
 
Councilman DeMichele stated at this point state and pension benefits are required to be paid electronically.  He asked what in 
addition do we want to pay electronically.  Ms. Rice stated not necessarily.  Mr. DeMichele asked if there are any other payments 
made electronically.  Ms. Rice indicated that there are others.  Mr. DeMichele informed an ordinance needs to be adopted in 
conjunction with amending the cash management plan (CMP).  He advised that he researched local finance statutes which 
designate requirements.  These requirements need to be properly outlined in an ordinance.  He explained appointees and 
designees’ requirements are to be separate from the CFO, and defined in the ordinance.  Mr. Kraft does not agree it is his opinion 
the individuals are defined during the reorganization and the CMP.  Mr. DeMichele asked the imperativeness noting the revisions 
must be in line with the Local Finance Board’s regulations. Councilwoman Liguori commented we need a Cash Management 
Plan.  Mr. DeMichele informed us that we have one. Mr. Kraft stated the revisions are defined by the auditor reiterating it will 
expire on December 31, 2019. Ms. Rice explained the auditor stated the plan in place is not adequate by amending the Cash 
Management Plan it addresses the findings.  
 
Mayor Matthies inquired what were the inadequate points, commenting that we took great pride in having very few.  Ms. Rice 
answered the electronic fund transfers, define signatories. Councilman DeMichele asked what was wrong with the adopted 
signatories, and why they were changed.  Mr. Kraft commented that they were not changed.  Councilman DeMichele explained 
the draft’s difference.  Ms. Rice explained what is listed came out of Committee Meetings as a consensus.  
 
Mr. DeMichele read from the draft pointing out the change in the three signatories from what has been adopted.  Ms. Rice 
explained the auditor made the recommendation that the cash management plan be amended, and this template was provided by 
the auditor.  She reiterated it was the auditor’s recommendation.  Ms. Coleman stated it was explained that the Borough did not 

 
 
 



 
Borough of Seaside Park  

Mayor & Council Work Session  
Minutes of Thursday, November 14, 2019 

7:00 P.M. 
have a CMP.   Mr. DeMichele reiterated it should not have been added to the agenda as a resolution.  There are several questions 
and revisions needed.  He explained it should have been a work session discussion item.  
 
Ms. Liguori stated there was some confusion, and a misstatement to put on tonight’s agenda as a resolution. They were under the 
assumption the Borough did not have a CMP.  She stated there was no maleness to put it on as a resolution and it should have 
been added as a discussion. 
Mr. DeMichele stated there were several emails sent with demands and directives this morning.  He read them.  They all 
demanded to add the plan on the agenda as a resolution.  Ms. Liguori commented that all she emailed was that she agreed.  She 
stated there was no maleness and now feels it should have been added as a discussion.  Ms. Liguori feels it needs to be addressed 
in 2019. 
  
Mayor-Elect Peterson asked what the wording of the auditor’s recommendations was. He read the findings of the 2019 audit 
report which indicates the Borough is not in compliance with the current plan and should be reviewed and updated annually.  Ms. 
Rice commented that at the very least they have to amend the Shore Community to First Constitution.  Ms. Liguori states the only 
advantage of the amendment is that it will show we took action from the 2019 audit findings.  
 
Mental Health Awareness: 
Councilwoman Liguori handed out packets.  She explained that she worked in the field of mental health for forty years.  The 
County is requesting the adoption of a resolution promoting a municipal campaign for health awareness.  She explained 
astigmatisms expressing concern that people need to be more sensitive.  The resolution will say Seaside Park recognizes mental 
illness and spreads the word we are a stigma-free zone. Governing Body consent to place the resolution on the next agenda.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mayor Matthies announced this Sunday is the last day of the Thanksgiving weekend and the Tree Lighting will be scheduled for 
5:00 pm on December 8th.  The meeting schedule is altered this time of the year.  The next meeting is Monday, November 25th, 
the next meeting to follow is Thursday, December 12th. A resolution will be prepared for Candy Cane Lane.  Ms. Hering 
requested an announcement for the holiday drive by Stefanic Realtors. The drop off date is November 18th  at 11:00 am -2:00 
pm. Mayor Matthies spoke about recent notice received by the Seaside Heights Planning Board for a meeting scheduled about the 
proposed changes to the beach bar.  He went to attend the meeting and was informed it was canceled due to the NJLM which is 
not until the week after. It is important to be informed about changes to our immediate boundaries.  The meeting will be 
rescheduled.  
 
Councilman DeMichele announced the Seaside Park Planning Board meeting has been canceled next week due to the NJLM.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
Pat DeGutis, 75 Stockton Avenue: Ms. Degutis inquired about the size of the proposed nodes.  
Mayor-Elect Peterson informed them they are not small and the companies will not place underground nodes onshore islands.  
 
Denise Koury, 33 Sixth Avenue:  Asked what work will be done to the parking lots. 
Administrator Rice explained the project will consist of resurfacing all of the parking lots and redoing the lighting.  The engineer 
had constructed an extensive plan,  Pre Sandy.  The drawings were redone.  This isn't as extensive without drainage.  Ms. 
Coleman explained at that time when the plan for the parking lot was put out you were against the plans.  You said there were 
professionals and department heads who did not encourage.  I would have to pay again for engineering fees.  
 
Comment resolutions- none 
Council comments- none 
Mayor Matthies thanked the Volunteer FireFighters for their service reading those who received a clothing allowance based on 
their hours of service.  
 
Shirley Kreszl, 700 N Bay Avenue: Informed about heavy flooding on Halloween.  She asked if any members of the Governing 
Body witnessed the flood.  Ms. Kreszl stressed the Borough needs a coastal engineer to solve to remediate the flooding. 
Councilman Kraft indicated they may be able to use grant money for a coastal engineer during the design phase.  
 
Mike Tierney, 120 N Street: Inquired why the County is in charge of Seaside Parks Bay Avenue roadways.  Councilwoman 
Coleman stated it has always been a County road.  Mr. Tierney suggested asking for it back. Attorney Zabarsky will research if 
Seaside Park gets the County road back to a municipal road.  
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Dennis Koury, 33 Sixth Avenue: Commented the County infrastructure and put more money into Rt. 9 which is a State road than 
Seaside Park.  Tree Lightening should be announced on Nov 25th bc it will be recorded 
 
Seeing no hands from the public, Mayor Matthies closed this portion of the meeting announcing a five-minute recess.  
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES OF October 24, 2019 Executive (Closed) Session   
MOTION:        Approval of meeting minutes for October 24, 2019, Executive (Closed) Session  
MADE BY:       Council Member DeMichele  
SECOND:         Council Member Kraft 
Ms. Coleman     Abstain,   Dr. McHugh    Absent,   Ms. Liguori  Yes,   Mr. Amabile   Absent,  
Mr. DeMichele  Yes,   Mr. Kraft  Yes.        CARRIES:  Yes 
Council Comments: None 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS 
2019-233   Payment of Claims as presented to Mayor & Council for the period of October 25th - November 14, 2019 
MOTION:      Approve Resolution (2019-233)  
MADE BY: Council Member Kraft  
SECOND: Council Member Liguori 
Ms. Coleman   Yes,  Dr. McHugh  Absent,   Ms. Liguori   Yes,  Mr. Amabile   Absent,  
Mr. DeMichele Yes,  Mr. Kraft      Yes.         CARRIES:     Yes 
 
RESOLUTIONS  
2019-234  Authorizing The Transfer Of The Year 2019 Municipal Budget Appropriations As Per N.J.S.A.40A:4-58. 
2019-235 Approving Payment Of Annual Clothing Allowance To Eligible Members Of The Seaside Park Volunteer Fire                
Company No. 1. 
2019-236  Authorizing The Tax Collector To Cancel The Designated Tax Sale Certificate No. 18-00003  
2019-237 Designating Dates For The Observance Of Holidays And Establishing A Holiday Schedule For Borough Of Seaside                 
Park Employees For The Year 2020 
2019-238  Appointing A Seasonal Employee To The Department Of Public Works: Steven Maddalena, $11.00/hr  
2019-239 Requesting Approval Of Items Of Revenue And Appropropriation NJSA 40A:4-87; County of Ocean Pump- Out Boat                 
Program  
2019-240 Awarding Contract For Professional Services To Special Counsel; Dasti, Murphy, McGuckin, Ulaky, Koutsouris &               
Connors Attorneys-at-Law 
2019-241 Authorizing State Aid Agreement Between The Department Of Environmental Protection And The Borough Of               
Seaside Park For Construction Of The Manasquan Inlet To Barnegat Inlet, New Jersey Hurricane And Storm Damage Reduction                  
Project TABLED 
2019-242 Establishing No Minimum Bid Threshold For The Sale Of Municipal Real Property And Reserving The Right Of The                   
Mayor & Council To Reject Any And All Bids If No Satisfactory Bid Is Received 
2019-243  Authorizing a Cash Management Plan MOVED TO WORK SESSION DISCUSSION  
 
MOTION: Table Resolution 2019-241 
MADE BY: Council Member DeMichele  
SECOND: Council Member Coleman 
Ms. Coleman   Yes,  Dr. McHugh  Absent,   Ms. Liguori  Yes,  Mr. Amabile Absent,  Mr. DeMichele Yes,  Mr. Kraft 
Yes.        CARRIES:   Yes 
 
MOTION: MOVE TO WORK SESSION DISCUSSION  Resolution 2019-243 
MADE BY: Council Member Liguori  
SECOND: Council Member Kraft 
Ms. Coleman   Yes,  Dr. McHugh  Absent,   Ms. Liguori  Yes,  Mr. Amabile Absent,  Mr. DeMichele Yes,  Mr. Kraft 
Yes.        CARRIES:   Yes 
 
MOTION: Approve Authorization for Resolutions (2019-234) - (2019-240) & (2019-242)  
MADE BY: Council Member Kraft  
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SECOND: Council Member Coleman 
Ms. Coleman   Yes,  Dr. McHugh  Absent,   Ms. Liguori  Yes,  Mr. Amabile Absent,  Mr. DeMichele Yes, Mr. Kraft 
Yes.         CARRIES:   Yes 
 
Mayor Matthies opened the floor to the public. 
Seeing no hands from the public, Mayor Matthies closed this portion of the meeting. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: None  
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN  
MADE BY: Council Member Amabile  
SECOND: Council Member DeMichele 
APPROVED: All in Favor  
CARRIES: Yes  
 
Meeting Adjourned 9:35 pm 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
_______________________ 
Sandra F. Martin RMC,CMR 
Deputy Municipal Clerk 
 
APPROVED MARCH 12, 2020 

 
 
 


